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tion, an<J who, in a letter, had supposed he was soon ex-
pected to arrive at Berlin, that he had been exceedingly
flattered by receiving a title, which, however, he did not
think he had merited; that he never had, and never
should, come to Berlin, unless sent for; and of this he
saw no immediate prospect. I have very good informa-
tion that he is exceedingly disgusted, and will doubtless
be so more than ever, should the constitution of the
army be reversed without his opinion being asked, who
is the only field marshal of Prussia.

I do not scruple to affirm that, by the aid of a thou-
sand guineas, in case of need, the whole secrets of the
Cabinet of Berlin might be perfectly known. The papers
which continually are spread upon the tables of the King
might be read and copied by two clerks, four valets de
chambre, six or eight footmen, and two pages, the women
not included. For this reason the Emperor has an exact
and daily journal of the proceedings of the King, and
would be acquainted with all his projects, were he really
to project anything.

Never did kingdom announce a more speedy decline.
It is sapped on every side at once. The means of re-
ceipt are diminished, the expenses are multiplied, princi-
ples are despised, the public opinion sported with,
the army enfeebled, the very few people who are capable
of being employed are discouraged. Those even are dis-
gusted, to please whom all others have been offended.
Every foreigner of merit is kept at a distance, and the
King is surrounded by the vulgar and the vile, that he
may be thought to reign alone. This fatal frenzy is the
most fruitful cause of all the evil which at present exists,
and of that which is preparing for the future.

Were I to remain here ten years longer, I might fur-
nish you with new particulars, but could not draw any
new consequence. The man is judged; his creatures are
judged; the system is judged. No change, no possible
improvement, can take place, so long as there shall be
no first Minister. When I say no change, I do not, by
any means, wish you to understand no person shall be
dismissed. Sand shall succeed to sand, but sand it still
shall be, and nothing better, till piles shall be sunkenrown; he received a keg
